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SERBS IN CALIFORNIA

1

The highest concentration of Serbs in California in the se-
cond half of the 19th

settled bigger cities. Today the largest number of our emigrants
and their descendants resides in the cities of San Francisco and 

CSC2 and paris-

created ethnically mixed parishes. Gradually they wished to form 

to them by the Russian clergymen who didn’t understand our 
national customs. The migrants brought with them their own ex-

they mostly came from the lands under Austro-Hungarian autho-

est. In parishes and CSC

wards our emigrants and their descendants. When I say 

1 1962.
2
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national history and Serbian language. Orthodox faith as a distin-
guishing symbol of ethnical community in regard to the domina-
ting Roman Catholic and Protestant population connects parish
members. In the second part of the 20th century it had a distincti-
ve function in relation to the communists .

From the very beginning of settling California there were 
a few Serbian colonies. Serbian Orthodox parishes are the only 
places in which life of our emigrants and their descendants in 
California can be continuously followed. Although all parishes

ture. In some of them emigrants from the second and third gene-

gathering of the faithful is Sunday lunch which they attend more
often than the services. Traditional Serbian dishes are served on 
these occasions.

Due to the general state of the Orthodox Church in America 
the communal consciousness of what a parish is and of a bishop’s 
role in the Church is weak and undeveloped.

Names of our emigrants gradually changed from the most 
common Serbian names written in Cyrillic at the beginning of 
the 20th century to double English names. The rite of baptism is 

emigrants accept American customs.

were many ethnically heterogeneous marriages. Church matrimo-

According to the data from the matrimonial record books in the 

parish of St Sava in Los Angeles approximately one or two matri-
monies were performed a year in the second part of the 20th cen-
tury. One half of the marriages are heterogeneous. Our emigrants 
accepted an American custom  (ritual 

mally suggest the matrimony to be performed during the Sunday

cipants rehearse the wedding ceremony.

ople in their homeland because they had dangerous jobs and bad 
working conditions. Only a small number of religious people 
used to take the Holy Sacraments of confession and Communion
before they died. The deceased person is buried in a common 
town cemetery or in one of the three Serbian cemeteries in Cali-

and the height of a tombstone.
People who work can’t come to the funeral and that is why 

the funeral services are performed the night before. The body 

ter it has previously been subjected to a special 
treatment. Cremations are very rare. The deceased are cremated

procedure to get the permission from the American authorities 
and commissions is very complicated. Another reason to cremate

Our emigrants point out that we visit and take care of the graves
more than Americans.

The rituals of transition in the course of one’s life are therefo-
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 of a wed-

the 
etc. The original Orthodox customs are: immersing the person 

and since one of the vows of the monastic life is not to possess

were also affected by the 
had their own families

son of a similar cultural background.
Although all Orthodox monks and nuns who joined the Ser-

the same time bring the elements of the Russian ritual-religious 
practice in the Serbian Orthodox parishes.

commemorations and celebrations. Almost all feasts are celebra-

ches celebrate . Even those who formally don’t belong to 
the Church celebrate  in their own way. Instead of a priest
they invite to their home a man who knows how to perform the 
rite of breaking of the bread. Believers who invite a priest often

they don’t allow women to touch the bread. Those who convert
to the Orthodox faith from other confessions and religions ac-
cept
descent. If 
it is sometimes celebrated on Tuesday or Thursday so that they 
could serve fat food. The celebration takes place either in the 

rented parish halls. In apartment blocks the celebration takes pla-

of the residence regulations.
The celebration of Christmas is almost entirely moved from 

USA. In Cali-
fornia the largest number of people gather in churches on Christ-

log they usually use oak tree. In Jackson it is permitted to Serbs 

food is an important element of these celebrations either in fa-

of emigrants who celebrate Easter accept the American custom
of .

In some parishes instructors of Serbian folklore are the con-

nities in which parishioners born in America prevail there is an 
attitude that they are still Americans although they are of Serbian

claim that they are only American or only Serbian.
Life within the parish community improves the preserving

of other nations who come from various confessions at baptism

the same in the Orthodox faith although it is neither Serbian nor 

who married an Orthodox Serbian woman and for their wedding
he was dressed in a kilt.

in 1962
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 The same person says: 

Gradually the number of parishioners lessened for a number

mic conditions of life. Since they became economically stronger
they didn’t have the need for the support from the community. 

reason that parishes are not the only places where one can hear
the news from 

of ritual-religious

the motherland leaves its own trace.
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