360opHuk panosa koHdepenumje “Pa3zpoj acrponomuje kox Cpoa I11”
Beorpan 25-28. anpua 2004,

ypeanuk M. C. lumutpujesuh

Iy6a. Actp. apym. “Pyhep Bomkosuh” 6p. 6, 2005, 47-54

HAIIA ITPEITUCKA O ACTPOHOMCKOJ OIICEPBATOPUJHU
Y 1941. 1 1942. TOAUHUA

MWJIAH C. IUMUTPUIJEBUR'? U MICHAEL P. SEILER®

"demponomcko opywmeso “Pylep Bowkosul”, Karemezoan, Foprou 2pad 16,
11000 Beoepao, Cpouja
? Acmponomcka oncepeamopuja, Boneuna 7, 11160 Beoepao 74, Cp6uja
SMiinchen, Germany

Pe3ume. [IpencraBibeHa je mpenmcka ayTopa y K0joj ce pa3Marpa MUTame BpeMeHa Koje je
Bojucnar Mumnikosuh, nupekTop AcTpoHOMCKE orceparopuje y beorpamy, mposeo 1941.
Kao Taoll Ha bamuiu, 6opoda 1941-1942. na cnekrpoxenuorpad ocrane Ha ACTPOHOMCKO]
OIICEPBATOPH)HU H KETOBa CyI0MHA.

Cenrembpa 2002, jeman ox aytopa (M.C.J.), mobwo je e-mail om mpyror
(ML.II.C.), y xoMe Ta je oBaj 0baBecTHO Ja MUIIE KBUTY 0 UcTpaxuBambuma CyHIa
y Tpehem pajxy u 3amonmo 1a ra o0aBecTH Ja JIM je JUPEKTOp ACTPOHOMCKE
omcepBaropuje BojucmaB MwumkoBuh 6mo y Toky 1941. yxammieH M KOJHKO
BpeMeHa je Ouo orcyrtaH. [locie oaroBopa Ha OBO, CIIEAWIO je jOII HEKOJIHKO
MUTakba BE3aHUX 3a WCTpaXuWBaHM mepuod. OBne je mpeicTaBbeHa MOMEHYTa
MIperrcKa y K0joj cy pacBeT/baBaHa MuUTama oaBohema 1941. rogune Bojucmasa
Mumkosuha y norop Ha bamuum kao Taona u pykoBohema OrcepBaTopHjoM Y
TOM TIepHUOay, Kao M HeroBo opranu3oBambe CiyxbOe Cynma, Oopba na
criekTpoxenuorpad ocrane Ha OrmncepBaTopHju W KOHayHa CyIAOWHA OBOT
MHCTPYMEHTA.

IMPEIMUCKA"

From mdimitrijevic@aob.aob.bg.ac.yu Date: Sat, 2 Nov 2002 19:24:50 +0100
(CET)

Dear Mr Seiler,

Thank you very much for your message from 10 september concerning V.
Miskovic and sorry for late answer since | was not at the Observatory. I tried to

* HaBeneH je OopuruHajaH TEKCT Y3 HYXHC HCIPABKEC OYMUIJICAHUX TpCIllaKa, Kao H
y6aIII/IBaH>€ CHeHPI(i)I/I‘IHI/IX JJaAaTUHUYHHUX CJIOBA.
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investigate your question in more detail. In M. Indji¢, Scientific activity of Aca-
demician Vojislav Miskovi¢, Bulletin Astronomique de Belgrade No 154, 1996,
167 is stated that "he was detained as a hostage for two months in the Banjica
prison in 1941." In my paper: M. S. Dimitrijevi¢, Astronomy in Serbia (in Ser-
bian), Publications of the Astronomical Observatory of Belgrade, No 64, 1999, 19
is stated that in 1936, Miskovi¢ with the help of M. B. Proti¢ organizes the Service
for Solar observations. In L. C. Popovi¢ and M. Radovanac, Astronomical Obser-
vatory during the II world war (in Serbian) Publ. Astron. Obs. Belgrade No 71,
2002, 133 is stated that due to absence of astronomers, in July 1941, Miskovi¢
took himself Service on the Small refractor with the task to examine possibility to
photograph regularly the Sun and to observe visible occultations. I checked in the
Observatory archive and exist a period in November - December 1941 when doc-
cuments have been signed not by Miskovi¢ but by Anton Bilimovi¢ and Milo§
Radoj¢i¢. The last document signed by Miskovi¢ is dated 1* November 1941 and
than he starts again to sign documents in the beginning of January 1942. It seems
than, that in November and December 1941 he was detained as a hostage.

I will be very greateful to you if when your work will be published you send to
me a copy.

I am sending to you my best wishes.

Milan S. Dimitrijevi¢

From MPSeiler@aol.com Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 13:58:15 EST
Dear Mr. Dimitrijevic,

Thank you very much for your answer which was very helpful. Do you have
any information about the exact date that the spectroheliograph was taken away
from Belgrade?

It is worthwhile to note that when the Germans came in June of 41, it was still
packed in its original wooden box and was apparently never used, because a
coelostat was missing. Kiepenheuer wanted to install a Coelostat in September. I
suspect that the spectroheliograph did never work, since it was moved to the Meu-
don observatory workshop near Paris for adjustment in early 1942. The spectro-
heliograph and the comet finder were then moved to Syracuse in Sicily where a
small solar observatory was erected near the beach. It operated from July 42 to
June 43, until the Allies landed on the beaches. Apparently, it was plundered or
destroyed during the battle.

If you send me your postal address, I will be glad to send you a copy of my
work, once its published.

Best regards,

Michael P. Seiler
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From mdimitrijevic@aob.aob.bg.ac.yu Date: Fri, 8§ Nov 2002 18:06:02 +0100
(CET)

Cauka 1. Jloruc BojucnaBa Mummkosuha [lexany ®unozodckor dakynrera o
14. anpua 1941.

Dear Mr Seiler

Thank you very much for your message. Concerning spectroheliograph,
Miskovic struggled very hard to keep spectroheliograph in Belgrade and to obtain
a credit of 150 000 dinars for the construction of a pavilion for this instrument. He
succedeed to obtain promiss for credit and even received a promisse to obtain
from Germany celostat in the autumn of 1941. However, a German commission
who visited Observatory on 22. 01. 1942 decided to take it (Report No. 3, of 14.
04. 1942) and the spectroheliograph has been taken on 22. 04. 1942 (L. C. Pop-
ovi¢, M. Radovanac: 2002, Astronomical observatory during the Second world
war (in serbian), Publ. Astron. Obs. Belgrade, No 72, 133).

My address is

Milan S. Dimitrijevi¢ Astronomical Observatory Volgina 7, 11160 Belgrade
Yugoslavia

I am sending to you my best wishes.

Milan S. Dimitrijevi¢
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TOCIIOTHEY TEKAHY ®{J1030QCKOT SAKVITLTA

Tocnoyuuae Jlexane,y jcuucny gagfbeuﬁ TnasHokouary jylier
HeMayke BOJHe cune y Beorpaiy Bp.B.H=555on 19 jyma 1941 vonune,
Koje caMm nOcTuBEO PeKTOpaTy YHWBepsuTETA I Tocnonuny Nunucrpy
npoceere noj los.06p.461 of 23 jysa 1941 ropmue,TpeGamo je ag osa
Oncepsamopu?a ONMAaxX MBBPUM MOHTHUDake clexkTpoxeiauorpada,kojn je y
CBO je BDee HaGaBseH Ha DAYYH DENapalyje Ms [ouavuke,n GE Bi ba v
cnyxGy 8e NnoTpee HeMauke BOjne cwie.y Ty CBPXY cai ¥ MOMCHYTOM
aKTy yjejHo MOJN.0 M 8a jléjCTBO ja ce osoi OncepBamopil JE HeOI0RHO
CTaBM HE pacrnojioxene saHPesHn Kpepnt on 150.000,-puHaba sz #sBp-
WeHe 0BOI NOCIA,

\ Hako je uefyruu,daria]Ho,KOHAUHO JTEDYEHO Ao y8 cler-

|| TROXCHHOrpAg HiJe MCHOPYYeH i LR@NOCTAT, JeAH Off OHTHIX CACTARHUIX

OpraHa 0BOT WHCTDyMEHTa,(e8 KOra ce paj fa CHeKTPOXGANOTPaly H@e

MOXE NPEeNyBETH, YHONIHO C&M HEJICKHE HOMAUKe BOjHE BIACTH N4 0BG

Opraf craBe OUNCEPBSTOTH JH Hg PACHONOREHE, J6p OBA OncepsaTovu ja

nO7 CalamiM OKOJHOCTHIE He Ou Ouie y CTemy A& caMa #8 CBOJUX

CperCTaBs NPUCTYNE KOHCTPYKLW JU M MOT&IHUX M ONTUUKIX AEIOBY LE=-
_Jocrata Tux pasuepa.la oBy uoly monby majlicEHe Heyauke BIGCTE CY
-~ MOBOMIO OJTOBODUIE W Craniiis ¥ asrue) OncevsaTopuju ga Te y saj-

cxobn joj OypylHOCTH,fukie jom TOKOM jecedm 1041 IO JIMHE , TN caMm
UEJOCTAT M BCTOBH XRHEXR MIIGBHA JeN0oBM OuTy CTaBLedM UNcepBato-
! puju ma pcnonomele 8a_NOMCHYTY CBDXY. ’
Bpeue je mefyruu Npdnasitio,naroBenTe il ugypocTarT Huje
§r4840,3 M1 MKGKAB udBeuta] O OBOM NpeyMeTy.lia ja je 0ncepmaiopum-
Ja cBe Sunu npenysene wro Je no e €70 Jai10', iakie udjejeTEoBaNs n
Ao0uie TpexeHn KDejuT o 150.000, -punas ,npunpennia chu AHCTPY~
ME’HT,R&}O A HAUNTEe 84 HBEerQBO MOITHpaRe , 1 yerana jale NUPEKTUBRE , =
CTDap je Guas 3acrags 1 OcTala Y TOM Clalby CBE N0 22 JaHyapa OBe
roxnie,l'ora mada nocerumas je Oucepagwopngy OHu UCT& KOMMCH ja Koja
jen 19 JyHa npomie rojuHe Sune pomna y beorpap u caomwmund Je
MOTNXCAHONE fa Je CNEeKTPOXeduorpaf XMTHO noTpebad y cauoj Hemau-
KOo] 8a cheunmjanHe LYbeBe HeMauyke Bo jHe cune,na ce Hehe uOT# ocTa-
BUTH HA ACTDOHOMCKO] ONCepBaTopH )X JHEBepauTeTa Beorpaay,no gma
Le MopaTu OATH NpeH&CeR Ha MecTo KO Jé HeMaUKe BO JHie BAGCTH 8a TY
CBPXY Oyny usglpane. 2 3
o Ju HoBE morymaju na unores tora OPIBOAMY KOMACH]Y Aa
Hau cnexrpoxeinsorpad Gyne oCTeBleH ocramt Cy Ges ycnexa.Houmcuﬁa
¢ OCTaBiI& WBDUUUT HEJOP fla Ce CHeKTpoxcuuorpag imo je npe Mory-
¢ CIDCMH 8a TDAHCNODT.Ha TO caMm YyMONO KOMUCH]Y Je il ce OBe
HEJI0T, KO JHli Ce NMOHMIITEBA,0a] NENNMEYHO ,HE e fjerne I IaBHOKOMAHTY -
Ter Hema'ke BojHe cure y Beorpaj Bp.B.ssg, OCTaBH U MNICMCHO, §il=
70 NPEKO PerTopara VHnBepsuTeTa,0mad NpeKo lmHucTapCTBa MpOCBETe.
Ho oBa] MMCMCHE HAJNOT HUCEM HE O NaKEC [OGIO.
3 oBor uecela nocgrio je Omnce Ba.TODA Jy,y npaTEu jepHor
UHKeBepa, Nel G L - Verbendwungs - 18 O€uyHHE I CaoNliTHo MA je
ﬁa cnexTpoxennorpat Tpeba y Hajkpaleu POKY fic. 0yne eKCNesoBeH.
HIpMMIO Cait K 8HalBy 0BO Hapefeme u oSehzo na Iy ca cBoje crpane
¢Be MDeNyseTH ja OHO Oyje USBDUCHO Y TOM DORY,a YUONHO cam jom
Jersolt m& ce Onceppatopuin nocTaBm AmcucHd TPAMEIHE § OBOM CHMCIY.
. MsBewrasa jyln“"Bac o osom,locnonume Jlerkane,monum Bac
Fu Hajkpangn oyrem usBecTuTe u 'ocnoguna Pexroa YHUBepsuTeTa I
ocnojmia [IMHNCTPa NPOCBETE M YMONATE X _ja MH €BEHTYaJHa CBO
Hapefjera JoCTaBe MICUEHO Ha JracHu e no 17 osor Meceua, jep 18 osor
uecena,npema sapefheny HeMa Rux BO JHuX BIaCTH , CHEKTPoXeauorpact
ACTPOHOMCKE oncepBaropuje Yuumepsirera y beorpany Tpeba e Gyne

npenaT 8a TPaHCHOPTOBA®BE.
Vvpapesar 7
ﬁunyusomc&g Oncepaaropsic.
-

A in
Cauka 2. Jlonuc Bojucnaa Mumikosuha [lexkany dunozodcekor ¢dakynrera on

23. anpuna 1941.
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From MPSeiler@aol.com Date: Sat, 23 Nov 2002 13:41:03 EST
Dear Mr. Dimitrijevic,

Thank you for your detailed e-mail and address. Before I can conclude the Bel-
grade chapter, I have one final question which I hope you will be able to answer.
Based on local documents the coelostat was actually mounted by the Germans in
September 41 in Belgrade, so that the spectroheliograph would have been opera-
tional. The documents also say that Yugoslav partisans have destroyed the
coelostat mechanics soon afterwards, rendering the system inoperable. Can you
confirm this ?

Best regards, Michael P. Seiler

Cauka 3. Bojucnas Mumxkosuh (ca nese crpane) 1930. ronune y ¢padbpunm Kapn
Hajc y Jemm ca pedpaktopom onx 65 1M HampaBheHMM 3a beorpaacky
OTICepBaTOPH]Y.
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From mdimitrijevic@aob.aob.bg.ac.yu Date: Fri, 29 Nov 2002 14:29:30 +0100
(CET)

Dear Mr. Seiler,

Thank you very much for your e-mail. I investigated your question in the Ar-
chyves of Belgrade Observatory and I found the following. During June, July and
August 1941 Miskovi¢ have a real dyplomatic battle on two fronts: with German
authorities for spectroheliograph, which Germans wanted to take and with Rec-
torat of the Belgrade University and Decanat of the Faculty of Phylosophy to ob-
tain a credit of 150 000 dinars to construct a pavillion for it. He obtained from
Germans a promiss that the missing celostat will arrive from Germany during the
autumn of 1941. However the celostat never came to Observatory.

In his letter to Dean of the Phylosophycal Faculty dated 14™ April 1942 (Con-
fidential No 3), he said that he sent to Rectorat and Minister of Education (Confi-
dential. No. 461 from 23™ June 1941) order of the Head of the German military
power in Belgrade V-555 from 19" June 1941 that imediately Astronomical ob-
servatory should mount spectroheliograph and put it in the service of German
military power. He remind that in order to do so he asked from Belgrade Univer-
sity a credit of 150 000 din for this job. Since after that it was found that celostat
was not ordered with other equipment and is missing, he obtained promiss from
German military authorities that in the near future, during autumn 1941, or the
whole celostat or its principal parts will come to Observatory.

However neither celostat nor a report of this case never came to Observatory,
until 22 January 1942 when the same comission which prepared order of 19 June
came to Observatory, and told to him that spectroheliograph is urgently needed in
Germany for special objectives of German military power, and that should be
transported to the place which will be chosen by German military authorities.

On 3 April 1942, Opservatory visited the head of G. L. Verbindungsstelle from
Zemun accompanied with an engineer and told that spectroheliograph should be
expedited urgently. He asked a written order but without result. He inform Dean
on this facts ask him to inform Rector and Minister of education and ask the writ-
ten instruction since he should give spectroheliograph on 18 April 1942.

In the letter to the Dean dated 23 April 1942, he inform him that spectrohelio-
graf Askania No 79973 with all equipment deliverd to Obsertvatory in accordance
to reparation contract 37 AS 100, has been given on 22 April 1942 to German
military organs from G. L. Verbindungsstelle from Zemun. Consequently, celostat
was never delivered and mounted on Observatory and if it was destroyed by parti-
sans during the transport from Germany, Miskovic never has been informed about
that.

I am sending to you my best wishes and I am very interesting to receive in fu-
ture your works on this and simillar subject.

Milan S. Dimitrijevi¢
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Cauka 4. Hemauka WHCTanamuja 3a MPOTHBABHOHCKY OAOpaHy Ha KpOBY
JYTOMCTOYHOT Kpuiia TiaBHe 3rpane 1943. rogune.

From MPSeiler@aol.com Date: Thu, 12 Dec 2002 14:43:27 EST
Dear Mr. Dimitrijevic,

Since you have helped me so good with information, maybe you can help me
with historic photographs as well. To illustrate my publication I would be inter-
ested in photos of the observatory during Nazi occupation, especially if they
would show Miskovic together with some of the German astronomers. Would this
be available in your archives ?

Best regards, Michael P. Seiler

From mdimitrijevic@aob.aob.bg.ac.yu Date: Wed, 1 Jan 2003 11:44:35 +0100
(CET)

Dear Mr Seiler,

I wish you a happy, joyful, and successful New 2003 year with a lot of joy and
realisation of all your plans.

Concerning photos, I was surprised that in our archive there is no photos from
war period. I do not know the reasons. I can only assume that, since Observatory
had also military importance, this was not allowed regularly, or since photos are
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not a usuall archive material in an institution like this. However I succeded to find
in family albums of old astronomers two photos which may be interesting for you.
The first is taken in 1943 and represent a German anti air attack instalation on the
roof on the south east wing of the Main building. The second represent Vojislav
Miskovic in 1930, (he is on the left) in Karl Zeiss factory in Jena with the refractor
65cm finished for Belgrade Observatory.

If I can help you additionaly, do not hesitate to send me a message.

All the best

Milan S. Dimitrijevi¢

From MPSeiler@aol.com Date: Wed, 1 Jan 2003 06:29:04 EST
Dear Mr. Dimitrijevi¢,

Also to you all the best for the New Year 2003 and again thank you very much
for all your help so far. It is really difficult to get photographs of the solar observa-
tories made during the war and I believe you are right that this was because of
military security reasons. It is also my experience that these are mainly in private
files. Unfortunately, many people have died already and material of historical sig-
nificance was thrown away by the families. All the more I am very thankful for
your two photos, but maybe you can mail me the file with the Miskovi¢ photo in
the same format as the second photo, since I cannot open it with any of the soft-
wares that I have?

Best regards,

Michael P. Seiler
3axBajJIHHIIA

Jenan on ayropa (M.C.J.) 3axBaspyje ce Mwmany PamgoBanily koju My je
MIOMOTa0 y HalaXemwy oArorapajyhux apxuBckux nojaraka u Bojucnasu Ilporuh
— bernmex gujom je jpybazHOmhy m06no0 ABe, Y YiIaHKY MOMeHyTe, (hoTorpaduje
(Cn.3u4d).

OBaj pax je ypaben y okBupy mpojekra 1471 Hcmopuja acmponomuje koo
Cpba, xox MuHUCTapcTBa 32 HAayKy M 3aIITUTY JKUBOTHE cpeauHe PemyOnmke
Cpouje.

OUR EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES ON ASTRONOMICAL
OBSERVATORY IN 1941 AND 1942

Author’s messages considering the question when in 1941, Vojislav Miskovié, director
of Belgrade Astronomical Observatory, was as hostage in Banjica, are presented, as well
as his strugle to keep the spectroheliograph on Observatory and the final destiny of this
instrument.
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